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Abstract

Vocabulary instruction is central to Chinese as a Foreign Language (CFL) teaching, par-
ticularly for learners from non-Chinese-character cultural backgrounds who lack prior exposure
to Chinese characters. This study investigates vocabulary teaching for first-year senior bhigh school
students in Cameroon, using the active/ passive vocabulary distinction as its theoretical core and
drawing on Nations (2001, 2022) three-dimensional model of vocabulary knowledge (form,
meaning, and use). A systematic analysis of 150 target words from Lessons 110 of the lo-
cally develgped texctbook WOAiZhingwén 2 was conducted across four dimensions: vocabulary
level, morphological transparency, part of speech, and word length. Results show that 24%
of target words exceed the prescribed vocabulary level, words at the middle-to-advanced level
acconnt for 41.3% in total, words with semi-transparent or opaque morphology acconnt for
nearly 40%, and trisyllabic or longer words comprise approximately 24%—indicating an ove-
rall bigh difficulty load. On this basis, four operational principles for distinguishing active from
passive vocabulary are proposed: level appropriateness, morphological transparency, communica-
tive function within the unit, and orthographic processing load. These principles are illustrated
through an analysis of Lesson 7. A key contribution lies in the localization of the morpho-
logical transparency framework: the traditional native-speaker-oriented standard is adjusted to
incorporate cross-linguisticphonological transparency, better reflecting the actual cognitive load of
Francophone and Anglophone learners in Cameroon. The findings offer practical gnidance for
vocabulary teaching decisions in Cameroon and across other African contexts where Chinese is
taught as a foreign language.
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